The Library is Open!

TIP OF THE MONTH STAFF CORNER: BOOK

Hours
Monday - Thursday: 9am - 9pm
Friday - Saturday: 9am - 5pm
Please note that 9am to 10am
is reserved for families who
need an appointment for social
distancing in the Children’s
Room.
Curbside Pickup
Monday-Thursday: 10am - 6pm
Friday-Saturday: 10am - 4pm
Study tables and seating
now available. Masks are not
required for vaccinated patrons.
Unvaccinated patrons are asked
to continue to wear masks.

Unsure of what to read next? We
have you covered! All you have to
do is fill out a short form about your
recent favorite titles, authors, and
genres, and our librarians will curate
a few books to your taste - you just
might find a new favorite! Search
“Book Match” on our website.

LIBRARY OF THINGS

Take up a new hobby this summer
- like bird watching! We have a
bird watching kit that has all you
need to spot feathered friends in
your backyard. Psst - did you know
that the Wildwood Cemetery is a
registered bird watching hotspot?

MUSEUM PASSES

RESOURCE HIGHLIGHT

With your library
card, you have
access to unlimited
articles from the Wall
Street
Journal and the New
York Times for FREE!

GOOD NEWS! The New England
Aquarium pass is available during
the July and August months this
year! Go to our website to book it.

Thank you to the Friends
of the Wilmington
Memorial Library!
Many programs are
funded through
donations collected by the Friends. We thank them
for their continued effort to provide quality library
programs to our patrons!

July/August 2021
Adult Events

RECOMMENDATION
FROM TINA,
LIBRARY
DIRECTOR

If you are looking
for a good summer beach read,
Evvie Drake Starts Over is worth
checking out. Set in a small town
on the coast of Maine, Evvie, who
is recovering from the death of
her emotionally abusive husband,
rents an adjoining apartment
to a disgraced Major League
pitcher who can no longer throw
straight. They agree not to talk
about baseball
or Evvie’s late
husband. As they
become friends
and begin to
enjoy and support
each other, their
relationship
morphs into more.

COMING UP NEXT:
Town-Wide Yard Sale
Saturday, September 18
American Sherlock: Murder,
Forensics, and the Birth of
American CSI
Wednesday, September 1

Friends Jewelry Sale!
Saturday, August 21

Donations accepted at the library through July 31

9am-10am (Friends Members Only)
10am-2pm (General Public)

The Friends of the Wilmington Memorial Library
will host a gently used jewelry sale on the first
floor of the library in non-fiction area. Plan to
stop by and freshen up your bling!

Most events require registration. Please register at wilmlibrary.org/events or call 978-658-2967.

Wilmington Reads: Gatsby Events Continue!
VIRTUAL Gold Coast History with Old
Westbury Gardens
Wednesday, July 7, 2:30pm
Discover the picture perfect grounds
and intricate, inner workings of
Westbury
House - Long
Island, NY’s
quintessential
Gold Coast
Country home at Old Westbury
Gardens. Connections will be drawn
to compare the contrived Great
American Novel, The Great Gatsby
by author F. Scott Fitzgerald, to the
reality of early 1900’s life at Westbury
House, particularly through the untold
narratives of those who lived on and
worked the property.
OUTDOOR How-To: Do the Charleston
Tuesday, July 13, 7pm
Location: Swain Green
Enjoy the great outdoors while having
a little fun, getting a little
exercise, and learning
how to do the dance of
the Roaring Twenties,
the Charleston. Led by
dance instructor Rachel
Oettinger.

VIRTUAL NPR’s Maureen
Corrigan on the Enduring
Power of The Great Gatsby
Thursday, July 15, 7pm
Maureen Corrigan, book critic for
NPR’s radio program Fresh
Air and author of the
book So We Read On: How
The Great Gatsby Came
to Be and Why It Endures,
will discuss why The Great
Gatsby has come to be viewed as the
“Great American Novel.”
This event is made possible through CARES Act funding
to Federal Institute of Museum and Library Services as
administered by the Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners.

VIRTUAL Local History:
Prohibition Wine
Thursday, July 22, 7pm
Marian Leah Knapp
offers a glimpse
into Prohibition-era
Wilmington in her
book Prohibition Wine:
A True Story of One
Woman’s Daring in Twentieth-Century
America. She tells the true story of
her grandmother, widowed Jewish
immigrant Rebecca Goldberg, and her
forays into bootlegging.

VIRTUAL Boats Against the Current:
The Honeymoon Summer of Scott
and Zelda
Thursday, July 29, 7pm
Author and historian Richard Webb
shares his book, Boats Against the
Current: The
Honeymoon
Summer of Scott
and Zelda, the
companion
to the newly
released
documentary, Gatsby in Connecticut:
The Untold Story, which explores the
story of Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald’s
honeymoon in the summer of 1920
in Westport, Connecticut that had a
more profound impact on both of their
collective works than any other place
they lived.

Celebrate our 150th Anniversary!
We are celebrating our 150th
anniversary all summer! To see more
historical photos and facts from the
past 150 years and all the ways we’re
celebrating, go to
wilmlibrary.org/the-libraryturns-150 or scan here.

Wilmington’s library moved to the Old
Center School house in 1890 where it
remained for almost 80 years.

The current Wilmington Memorial
Library built in 1969, on the site of the
old St. Thomas of Villanova Church

w

Adult Programs
VIRTUAL Author Talk: Tess Gerritsen and
Gary Braver
Tuesday, July 6, 7pm
Join bestselling authors Tess
Gerritsen and Gary Braver
for a discussion of their
new suspenseful thriller,
Choose Me, in conversation
with bestselling author B.A.
Shapiro. A psychological
thriller, a whodunit, and a police
procedural, complicated with multiple
points of view, Choose Me is the story of an
affair that leads to murder - but from both
the male and female perspectives.
VIRTUAL 50+ Job Seeking Networking
Group
Wednesday, July 7, July 21, August 4,
August 18 at 9:30am
If you are unemployed and actively
looking, underemployed, seeking a new
career direction,
re-entering the job
market after a long
employment gap,
or recently retired
and looking for your “Encore Career”, this
networking group program is perfect for
you. Each meeting features a new topic.
Meetings include a presentation and
hands-on workshop on topics relevant to
career transition, guest speakers, access
to hiring managers, small group breakout
rooms to network, and 1-on-1 coaching
guidance.
VIRTUAL 111 Places in Boston That You
Must Not Miss
Wednesday, July 14, 7pm
Faneuil Hall is fine and
the duck boats are just
dandy, but if you want to
go beyond the Boston of
brochures and get to the
heart of this mysterious,
charming old metropolis,
you have to dig deep and
be willing to get a little weird. Join authors
Heather Kapplow & Kim Windyka for a
presentation on their new book, 111 Places
in Boston That You Must Not Miss.

VIRTUAL Curious About Mushrooms with
Fat Moon Farm
Tuesday, July 20, 7pm
Elizabeth Almeida, owner/farmer at
Fat Moon Farm, will cover everything
from the lifecycle of mushrooms to the
latest research on their nutritional and
environmental benefits. Gain a deeper
appreciation of culinary mushrooms and
learn about the myriad of health and
environmental benefits.
Stop by the library
throughout July to see an
oyster mushroom grow
kit from Fat Moon Farm
in action, and pick up
your own Take-and-Make
Oyster Mushroom Kit while supplies last on
Saturday, August 7.
VIRTUAL The Call of
Kilimanjaro with Jeff Belanger
Wednesday, July 21, 7pm
Get ready to climb 19,341
feet to the summit of Mt.
Kilimanjaro – one of the
famed Seven Summits –
the roof of Africa. Based
on his memoir, The Call
of Kilimanjaro, author, adventurer, and
TV host Jeff Belanger takes you on a
breathtaking multimedia journey of
Tanzania that’s spiritual, motivational, and
uplifting.
VIRTUAL 50 Rappers
Who Changed the World
Wednesday, August 4, 7pm
One of the most mainstream
music styles today, rap
was born centuries ago in
West Africa with historians
who used to tell stories of
the past over the beat of
a drum. But it wasn’t until
the 1970s in New York
that rapping as we know it was born and
began to flourish. Join author Candace
McDuffie for a presentation on her new
book, 50 Rappers Who Changed the World:
A Celebration of Rap Legends, which profiles
some of the genre’s biggest influencers,
from the 1970s until the present day.

VIRTUAL North by Shakespeare
Thursday, August 5, 7pm
Join author Michael Blanding as he
discusses his latest book North by
Shakespeare: A Rogue Scholar’s Quest for
the Truth Behind the Bard’s Work, which
tells the story of self-taught
scholar Dennis McCarthy’s
quixotic quest to prove that
many of Shakespeare’s plays
are based on earlier source
plays written by the courtier
and translator Sir Thomas
North.
VIRTUAL How-To: Shakespeare Workshop
Tuesday, August 10, 7pm
Are you in a
complicated
relationship with
Shakespeare?
Do you want to
(re)define the relationship before you
break up for good? Join Brown Box
Theatre Project in an engaging, exciting
exploration of Shakespeare’s words and
worlds. This hour-long workshop will
give a basic introduction to Shakespeare’s
play Much Ado About Nothing. Starting
with collaborative relationship-building
exercises, we will look at Much Ado About
Nothing through its post-conflict scope.
VIRTUAL The Greatest Sitcoms of All Time
Wednesday, August 11, 7 pm
Martin Gitlin is the only author to actually
rank the best of the best
sitcoms created, including
I Love Lucy, All in the Family,
The Mary Tyler Moore Show,
Cheers, Seinfeld, Frasier, and
Modern Family. He will show
funny snippets from those
shows and others, challenge
patrons with sitcom trivia, discuss the
criteria he used to rank them, and talk
about how sitcoms have evolved over
the decades in humor, presentation and
content.
Keep up-to-date with library
events and announcementssign up for our weekly
newsletter!

Adult Programs
OUTDOOR Shakespeare in the
Park: Much Ado About Nothing
Thursday, August 12, 7:30pm
Location: Swain Green
Roll out your blankets and
lawn chairs on the Swain
Green for a live performance
of Shakespeare’s Much
Ado About Nothing, which
centers around a group of
soldiers who just returned
from war and are reminded that life and
love are not so black and white. Through
witty banter and dastardly deception,
Shakespeare’s beloved comedy, Much Ado
About Nothing debates the preconceived
notion of how to love and the value of
trust.
Funded in part by a grant from the Wilmington Arts
Council which is supported by the Mass Cultural
Council.

OUTDOOR End of Summer Reading Bash
Friday, August 13, 5:30pm
Location: Swain Green
Celebrate the end of summer with an
all-ages party on the Swain Green. Bring
blankets or lawn chairs, but be ready
to stand up and dance! A DJ will play a
variety of songs for all ages. Dinner will be
available to purchase from food trucks.
VIRTUAL An Introduction to
Pronouns & Gender Diversity
Tuesday, August 24, 7pm
Join us for a discussion
on gender identity
and the importance
of pronouns with Dr.
Shannon Peters, PhD, of Boston University.
Learn about sexual orientation and gender
diversity terminology, how sexuality and
gender are seen as on a spectrum, and
why gender pronouns are becoming more
prominently used in society today.
VIRTUAL World on the Wing: The Global
Odyssey of Migratory Birds
Thursday, August 26, 7pm
Based on his newest book A
World on the Wing, bestselling
author and researcher Scott Weidensaul
takes you around the globe to learn how
people are fighting to understand and
save the world’s great bird migrations.

OUTDOOR Mason Jar Tea Light Holder
Saturday, August 28, 10am
Location: Peggy Kane Reading Garden
(Behind the WML)
Turn a mason jar into a tea
light holder using Modge
Podge, tissue paper,
sequins and gemstones,
and your imagination! Led by experienced
crafter Marianne Snow. All supplies
provided.

VIRTUAL Social Justice Book Group
Wednesday, July 28 @ 7pm
Wednesday, August 25 @ 7pm
This group, which will meet the fourth
Wednesday of the month, continues the
work started with the library’s antiracism
series.
Featured Book: Stamped from the
Beginning by Ibram X Kendi
July Selection: Chapters 26-29
August Selection: Chapters 30-34

Book Groups

VIRTUAL Novel Ideas Fiction Book Group
Thursday, August 19 @ 7pm
Enjoy reading fiction? Join the
library’s fiction book group led
by Adult Services Librarian Erin
Driscoll.
Featured Book: Evvie Drake Starts
Over by Linda Holmes

OUTDOOR Pints + Pages
Thursday, July 8 @ 7pm
Location: Reading Public Library’s Outdoor
Patio
A social book group geared towards
readers in their 20’s and 30’s. The book
discussion will be hosted by librarians
from the Wilmington and Reading
Public Libraries.
Featured Book: The Soul of an
Octopus by Sy Montgomery
LIVE ON WCTV Cookin’ The Books
Monday, July 26 @ 2:30pm
Monday, August 23 @ 2:30pm
Watch our library chef Lisa live on WCTV in
the afternoon demonstrate some of her
favorite recipes.
July Featured Recipes: From The Great
Gatsby Era
August Featured Cookbook:
Vegan for Everybody by
America’s Test Kitchen
OUTDOOR Well-Read Wednesday
Wednesday, July 28 @ 10am
Wednesday, August 25 @ 10am
Location: Peggy Kane Reading Garden
(Behind the WML)
This book group discusses contemporary
books, both fiction and non-fiction, led by
Library Director Tina Stewart.
July Featured Book: The
Library Book by Susan
Orleans
August Featured Book:
Black Buck by Mateo
Askaripour

Writing Groups
If you are interested in attending a writing
group meeting, please email Assistant
Director Charlotte Wood at cwood@
wilmlibrary.org. Groups are led by Led by
local writing enthusiast, Barbara Alevras.
VIRTUAL Fiction Critique Group
Saturday, July 3 @ 9:15am
Saturday, August 7 @ 9:15am
Love writing fiction? Whether you are
drafting a short story or a novel, joining
our Critique Group is a great opportunity
to meet other writers and get constructive
feedback in a supportive environment.
Open to all experience levels writing in all
genres.
VIRTUAL Creative Writing Skills Group
Tuesday, July 27 @ 7pm
Tuesday, August 24 @ 7pm
Learn and apply creative writing tips,
tools, and techniques shared by published
authors and other writing experts. Open
to all who want to improve their creative
writing skills and get their work published.
VIRTUAL Poetry Circle
Saturday, August 21, 9:15 am
Do you enjoy writing poetry? Want input
on your work? If so, this group is for you.

